1 / 19/72 

Dear Bd, 

Flattering a- I find your letter of the 1^5, and much as I ap rcciato it, I disa grot*. 
by the book, it is right, By the reality it isn't, as I se it. Perhaps in the narrow 
sense it would be better for me wore 1 to turn to soi .e thing else \,a; * 1 have more than 

you know but not in completed 'books) • But I would be plagued by a conscience tliat 

would make good writing on anything else impossible „ iuad there would remain the question 
I believe I asked, who would then do wliat little I can do? 

Unless there is someone' or there are others who would, the next question is, is 

this work that should be let go? Or as X put it to myself , is it not v/ork th&c must 
be done? Again speaking in terras of realities, 1 argue two points based on the assumption 
that this work must be done: two others only ar doing any meaningful work, and both 
are well occupied with school (JltecPll). Others pontificatoon ana would seek to impose 
their work of tho past on the decisions of the present-often and often wrongly uo- but 
that accomplishes nothing and often is counterproductive. The other argument is one I 
hope doe not sound like an indulgence of vanity, but I feel there is nobody else 
of whom 1 know who is capable of doin wliat do and have done, I think this is more 
or an? indictment of the critical community and the country tliat vanity, for the things 
I do seem simple and obvious, 1 think they are and should be, let others do not under- 
stand and do not see, I cite the Baitimer tliingx as an example, (And as 1 think you 

know, while there is no serious member of the ritical corni .unity who does not have a 

fine mind, there is also no substitute for experience and minds work in different ways. 

I h vo regularly se n some of the finest minds commit - the same stupid blunders and 
recently had the experience of finding then all closed,) 

I correctly understood a year ago tliat something, like tliis would have to be, I 
had not the slightest idea how.it would be done, but 1 knew it would have to be. I wrote 

Wecht a letter he lias not yet answered in which, after having thought tho problem 

through, I told him that i believed he dnd.l working together could break the whole 
thing wide open, (L try Bchoener is here. Last night, while vie were talking, 1 told him 
what X had in mind, lie is the only one wi -,th whom X have discussed it. Xt agrees with 
my evaluation, tliat it could have done it. But no other critic was even thinking that 
way a year ago, Low, in about September, again I sa w the coming trouble, and I wrote 
most of tho senior and responsible cixitics (no ref. to actual age), and to this day 
I have yet to get a thoughtQout response. To some I laid out two possibilities in 
arguing tliat V/ocht should not now ask for access, ana the first is the one that came 
to pass. Bp, it coxae to pass, and wlio has done anytliing with it? Because x knew in 
advance and know wliat was supposed to have followed, 1 was able to take certain steps. 

I am aware tliat they may have made no .difference. But 1 think the fact that what I know 
was planned liasii* t happened suggests I succeeded. x have done many other tilings that 
1 have no time to report. They may turn out to be a total waste of time, but I felt 
they liad to be done, I did them, and perhaps time will tell whether they should liavo 
been done or whether they accomplish anything, But in the entire critical com unity, 
there is but one; person who helped in any way, Jerry, I am not at all sure that he 
agreed with my overall belief, perhaps he disagrees. But he made some eiiort, a 
3 harp contrarst with others much better informed on the subject, much more mature and 
experienced than he, much more able, and possessed, despite their protests to the 
contrary, of as much time, Xou should understand tliat the older ones are? the only 
busy people in the world, ‘‘T you do not, just ask them. I could give you specific 
indictments of the older and respected one, but that would do no good. 

The great tragedy if', that the ^at timer flap could have made a spectacular success 
of Post mortem, bow thatoSoh >ener knows more of its contents, with tliat also he agrees. 
Y;hen you ultimately learn its contents you can have an opinion ox’ your own. It is an 
act of depuration by somebody, I do not think Hursliall or Teddy, x t provided the ideal 
opoortunity for intellectual judo and makes so total a wreck and shows such co^iplete 
dishonesty by Lut timer tliat I t ink the major media would have gone for it. But it was 


not available because I am broke and because the well— oil ana the wealtliy tuna I 
know of not values to JW, 000,000 in the critical cou~ .unity) would not make it 
available, now when people of such extensive wealth will no o help bring tjio supple seed 
to l&.Ji o , and ag in 1 urged you to consider 'chat the content oi tliis bool: is exceptional, 
can you understand our bankruptcy? 

There are problems I tiiink you do not understand. One i the hunger to be tlio 
one, the lone one, to bo the breaker of the case, the yearning for fame# kxkxx 
It lias driven some to do thinks of which they would not, ordinarily , be capable. It 
is a special kind of sickness, easy to contract. The ego involvements are little 
understood. I get reflections of them from others tliat those who suffer them, often 
in the attribution to me of what the others have. I say ana do little or nothing, 
nothing ever in public. But when there is time lor such emotion and not for work, 
again, v/liat is the condition of 'die critical community? 

The craving for me to be wr pug is another ailliction I frankly cannot understand. 
As I said, I was right on the hat timer tiling* It is clear and obvious. But I liave yet 
to hoar from any of the seniors on this (in ref. to time on the subject). x<ot one. The 
great curse with egos is to be right. Nor lias one done what your own intelligence 
would have told you, asked me what else I anticipated, having bo<..n established as cho 
correct tl linker (l think none of the others did any thinking j • 

how lot me take time ordinarily I would not for other aspects* As a general state- 
ment, yours is correct. But with regard to the attitude to the subject, there are 
exceptions, ana they lie in narrow and unlikely areas* The La t timer ploy provided one. 
Even without publication of fk, wc had a golden opportunity. The money it required was 
peanut -i for anyone with a decent job. you know some _arc well ol. Buu none did what 

could liavu boen done and none asked me if I would, if I saw antyhign tliat could be done, 
etc. One tliat I think had a good chance is a pres -conference answer. Examine the media 
reactions to Lattimer with tliis in mind and another, whether it is because oi the 
special one- subject curse tliat x liave publishing problems. I think not. I am aware 
of the dislike for me, but there i 3 a respect of which you do not know going along with 
it. NBC . and aBO ignored the story. It was a ono-day story with the Tines, although I 
do not tiiink tliis was the original intent. The wire services did no more than repeat 
the Times mid attend a press conference for Lattimer (provided by CBS, but that is of 
such little consequence I have done no more than confirm it) 0 They laid an egg. x hls 
does not moan they failed in their central purpose, which we may or may not understand* 
x have some ideas* Tliis is, among other tilings, a reflection of disinterest in the 
subject. Tliat is today a bigger problem for no tliat unpubliohability. 

^ou are partly correct on Frame-Up, but the real trouble wa the publisher. He 
killed the :,ook. Had I the moans, I could have pulled a Kursman, as I did with WW. 

But I tiiink you should re-ex mine some of the raw material you have provided on the 
Frank book and add it to other things, inclding the romariiable coincidence in timingo 
There was neither need nor demand for the release (ugh) oi tnis stuff no w, it did 
require open illegality, and there is the incredibility of the fecal Bishop syndication 
in violation of all precedent and reasons and a few other such tilings all coindioing. 

Can you regard tliis as meaningless, as no more than coincidence ^ And it is some tiling 
in the face of which I should turn to other tilings, if I could? I think not. X think 
there are hx many situations we could liave exploited well, but those who liave the moans 
will not use thorn and liave not understood these possibilities when presented, again an 
indict, ent of them, not self— praise 0 Frank will provide another. 1 have made a written 
proposal tliis time to one who can provide these means ana lias ever in ceres o in doing it. 
I do not expect it to happen. Bo, because X have to stop, I ask you to forget wliat 
o chore liav done in tliu past, tliat in the present being meaningless, and ad: yourself 
the too questions with wliich r began, if I drop tliis work uho will not do it ana should 
it be abandoned. I do appreciate your concern for me, but in wliat is required of mo, 
in its cost, 1 know it even better than you. I am prepared to live with it. 

Bincer ly, 


